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~ BLAGODATNOYE AMMUNITION DEPOT SOUTH AND OTHER INSTALLATIONS

NEAR BLAGODA;%YE, USSR

v
SuU MMA‘z:(

The munitions storage site near Blagodat-

nove, USSR (BII, designation:  Blagodatnove

Afnmunition Depot South), appears ecsscutially

1963

Only one

June it

1954,

the same on photography of

April

as

did on photography of

storage - building has been removed and two

possible warehouses have bheen added in the

warehouse area during the

?mter\'cning time.
Approximately 12 buildings K¢

ive been built in
the servicing and administration area adjacent
to. the -warehousc The

area. five groups of

bunkers ars.apparently unchanged since photog-
1956.

the impres;ién of being litgla%%=éd at'that time,

raphy “of =i2eccember

_~a~condition that still prevails.

The bunkers gave’

A small new site has been built 1.5 nautical
miles ‘nm) =outh of the dcp'bt. The site.has
no o‘ll\'ious association with either the depot or
¢rids located in the vicinity, but it is possible
that the site could be a developmental or testing
_facility for munitions. )

- Three grids have been observed in the
Only Grid No 2
1661.
Both Grids No 1 and No 2 are visible on photog-
1962, Grid No 3
on photography

general vicinity of the depot.
is visible on photography of September

raphv of April is barely

1963 but
about the same age as the other

discernible of June
is probably
two grids. A probable fenced area near Grid

-No 3 contains 16 possible: fuel tanks.

INTRODUCTION

The primary purpos=c of this report. is to
update the description of Blagodatnove Ammuni-

tion DDeport South (A4 16N 132-061). The site

of the depot has been described in_an carlier -

report 1/ which was. based ‘on poor-quality

-~ 1954 ard 1936 WINDIFALL photography. ~The

present report, based on1963 KEYHOLE photog-
raphy, coptaing a description of the changes
which hawe occurred since 1936 and also re-
of certain sobjects which,

veals the presence

though present in 1954 and 1956, werg not readily

discernible at that time. @or cxample, three

groups of bunkers west of the depot's wares-

house arca wgre not illustrated in"tiie previous

report, but they were present at the time of

the 1954 photography. Also, parts of the
servicing and administration area are obscure
on the 1954 and 1956 photography =o thart it
is not Sossiple to make a detailed, valid com-
parison af these areas with the same areas

of 1963,
s to

ohserved on KEYHOILE photography
" The sccond purpose of .the rcport
describe three grids, a new site, and a probable

__fenced area in the vicinity of the Blagodatnoye

Ammunition Depot South. The location of these

" installations and their =patiat rélationship is

shown in Migure 1.
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ELAGCLATOYE

BLE FENCED AREA .

BLAGODATNOYE
AMMUNITION

- DEPOTRSQUTH

(SEE FIGURES
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BLAGODATNOYE AMMUNITION DEPOT SOUTH
buﬂkg:"rd storage areas, and a servicing and
A rail spur from the

Blagodatnove Ammunition Depot South 131
cedapproximuately 3 nm, admini=tration area.
ahoat Khabarovsk-Viadivostok section of the Trans-

i= locuat
c¢ of Blapodiaimove and
Primorskiv - Siberian Railroad. terminates at the depor

south of the villa
10 nm south of thetown ol Kborol in
Krayv, USSR ligure 1), 1o depot compris

separately  fenced  warchouse  ared,

«Figures 2 and 3).

FIGURE 2. BLAGODATHNOYE AMMUNITION DEPOT SOUTH, JUNE 1963,

TOP SECRET
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Q are not =S¢t in recesses and are

warchouse ar

['he warchouse area con-
Sists of - e ; S e 1 .
sists of an irreygular, fenced compound of ahouat probably not reveted. TThey mcasure approxi-

mately o 200 by 83 feet.  The other 25 ‘.\:rm’age

680 acres; it contains 25 storage buildings of
23

butlding=  measure  approximately 145 by 350

are Rat in recesses and arce probably
Since 1954, two possible warehouses have

“which
revetted. Threz conventional warchousc-tvpe Tect.
been constructed on  the western side of the

- - buildings located in the northeastern pdart of the

\

\

\

TO BLAGODATNOYE

CAREAS 200" x s&'
- POSS)BLE
\w.:rﬁ:.qouszs

- . g . s o
P B . ° o S V
S - : ] —
T . K . \
BUNKERED - -
, / x g S
o AN " ~ . '\
Y
\

T-STORAGE
-

v
[ .
e \ N
o S CLEARED
:_.@ AREA /‘j
¢ T ;
Red denotes new construction
since 1956 .
Railroad
—— ——Possible railroad = -
Road
—— Fence .
—=— — Possible fence S
= Building removed since "
1356 .

scg Q 500 10001500
FEET (APPROXIMATE!

NEg s pros aea
SOUTH. )
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compound. No ventiloting Vices are dis-

‘nible on any of t I hetotal fToor -

of  the Spproximatehy

north ;md‘ west of the warchouse
croup of bunkers is =scoured by oo =ir
On poor-quility photog

bunkers appear aslow / carth-mounded
lar fow ¢

structures  protruding o

around level; some of the bunkers are surrounded
by alowcarthrevetment, apparently for drainage
1954 and

to be ,zbgnldon»:-d_

control. In 1936 the bunk appeared

Nzasurements made on this

st that cach bunker is about40
the carth mounding and associated
ohscure the éxact outlines the
1963 th

irregular obj

On photography of June

re poorly defined.

arranged in five arcuate patterns. T he bunkered

storage gives the impression of being little

used. Inasmuch as the facility is located within

OTHER

New Site. A new site is situated approxi-

mately 1.3 nm  south of the Blagodatnove

vmmusiion Depoi”South «igurg 1), The =ite

consists cven buildings of various =izes

and five senoular pads: the pads ard locarted
p
A et -

Fon of the accessroad igure 4.
sunder construction in Septembe?r
Chas

that

five pads were present at

has no apparent relationship

atnoye Ammunition Depor South.,

The for mobile

testing or meteringg cquipment =uch

pads parking spaces

receivers, and =similar ¢

The charas

conve

site has none of the

onal ammunition or chemical

(CWLmunitions storage sitc,

TOP SECRET
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IS nm of three airfields, it i=s probable thar the

bunkersweredesigned and built for bomb storage.

and . Administration Area. Abour

Servicing

24 buailding located between’the warehouse
and bunkered storage arcas of the depot; approx-
n constructed

miately 12 of the buildings have be

since 1954, These buildings probably house the
functions of the
and

ze-type

servicing and administration

deport. The number varied con-

figuration- of the nonstor buildings

=t that the depot is engaged inthe servicing,
renovation, or modification of the munitions
stored there.
Security., A wide security strip has been

clecared nearly all the wav around the ware-

house area of the “depot. A possible interior
fence hasbeenerectedthatdivides the warehouse
The

at the southern end of the ware-

area into approximarely two equal parts.

security fence

house area has been straightened since 1936;

a storage building has bheen removed to permirt

the fence realignment.

INSTALLATIONS

Grids. Three gridssobserved on June 1963

photocraphyv in the

viginity oi_the Blagodatnove
Ammunition South. are designated Grids
No 1 2. and 3

located i : © rough terrain
3 B ,

Pepot
cure 1. All three grids
are € which is

vegerationt___Also, in all-
the

spacing of crid lines is

of the same order of magnitude, but the actual

distances between adjacent lines are variable.
Grids .No 1 and 2 are visible on«earlier.
} Grid No
“toGrid No 1,

and

2. <imilar in area and
is visible on Scpf&ﬂhe)‘
both Grids No 1
wphy of April 1962,

and 2
Grid

i= barely discernible on June 1963 phorog-

1961 photography
are vizible on photog
No 3
this grid was more

aphv., It

I i= probable that
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TO
ELAGODATNOYE

EXCAVATION
= IN RILLSIDE

g//

Road —=—
———— Trail

CLEARED arEa—" 500 [} 500 1000

FEET (APPROXIMATE)

FIGURE <. NEw SITE, JUNE 1963.

extensive in the b been partialle
part : Road

Srosion. Ihe invs making up Grid line To

a o e T . ‘ , = Possible firebreak BLAGODATNOYE
and 2 are oriented in o north-<outh or security line

direction, while those of Grid under construction

are oricmied in a northwest-=outheast and
northeas:-southwest dirvection. A double cleared
_:"{ine und tio p':{lm’ctc:‘ of the wo larger

ori mayv 2> 2 firebreak or a  =scourity

of Grid No 1 is

approfimatcly 1.5 nm west of the Blagodainove
‘ti,rm PDepor . South: the erid extends west-

3.7 nm. Its maximum north-

is abour 3.3 nm. Iigure I

Afiguration and spating of g erid.

Pe o southeastern
Within this area

spaced  white
NOT DRAWN TO SCALE

ks of sony

o miecic e e

carbvairficlds. ’ FIGURE 5. LAYOUT OF GRID NO 1.

RUFF
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CONCLUSIONS

Le opurpose of the three grids in the
Bragodatnove s obscure. The' ™

fe cleared arcas cutaroundthe areater part of

e operimeters of the tworlarger ¢rids suggest

munitions, J sapreoccupation with the fire hazard or with

seosritv, The prids could conceivably be used

ceopin sical exploration px'og,rgrf\s. lTand sub-
divi=ion, or in medasuring the disp@rsi(}n» of
toxics materials as part of muilitary weapons

tests, However, the absence of comparabie

By . - o= . : -

Poonew site southh of the depot isprob- 0 gxids of this type either in the United States -
aciliny and it roi jate locations within- the Soviet Blec

the depor or muakes an assessment of their function difficult.
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